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NOTE ON THE BEARING OF DEUT. 34 : 1 UPON THE 

QUESTION OF THE AUTHORSHIP OF 

DEUTERONOMY. 



By W. Scott Watson, Jr., A.M. 



The critics lay great stress upon the mention of Dan in Dt. 
34 : 1 as a time indication, because, as they say, "Laish first 
received the appellation Dan from the Danites immediately after 
Joshua's death (Josh. 19:47; Judg. 18:29)." I believe that 
Moses wrote all of Deuteronomy with the exception of the short 
appendix which, I think, was added by Joshua. 

In regard to this mention of Dan I observe : 

(1) In the present state of the knowledge of Palestinian 
geography it at least cannot be proved that there was no town 
or district called Dan before the death of Joshua. Conservative 
critics need not be troubled by any objections based on the 
occurrence of this name here until there is some apparently 
strong proof adduced that there could have been only one place 
called by this name and that that place was not so known until 
after the death of Joshua. 

(2) As this name occurs in a well-defined appendix, however 
late may have been the date of its origin, it does not affect the 
question of the Mosaic authorship of (the rest of) Deuteronomy. 
It affects only the date of the appendix. 

(3) There is no necessity for saying that the name Dan was 
not given to Laish before the death of Joshua. 

Judges 17-21 is not in its chronological place with regard to 
the rest of the history of that book ; 17-18 is the story of Micah 
and of the Danite expedition ; 19-21 is the account of the treat- 
ment which a certain Levite's concubine received and of the con- 
sequent almost total annihilation of the tribe of Benjamin. 
These two incidents are probably narrated in the order of occur- 
rence. The latter is dated by 20:28, where it is said that 
" Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood before it 
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[the ark] in those days." From Josh. 22 it would appear that 
Phinehas became high priest before the death of Joshua (indeed, 
perhaps "many days" before, Josh. 23 : 1), probably through the 
old age of his father whose death is recorded in Josh. 24 : 33. 
Phinehas is not mentioned in the Book of Joshua before this 
chapter (22), but in it he occupies a prominent place and is 
spoken of as "Phinehas the priest" (vs. 30; cf. "Phinehas, the 
son of Eleazar the priest," vss. 13,31, 32). Previously it was 
always "Eleazar the priest" that was spoken of (14:1; 17:4; 
19:51; 21:1). Thus these events touching Benjamin did not 
occur long after Joshua's death at the latest, for a high priest who 
lived under Joshua was still officiating. But the position of 17- 
18 shows that probably the facts related therein took place still 
earlier. 

When the company of Danites were on their way to Laish, 
the name of which they changed to Dan on its capture, they 
took from Micah "the young man the Levite" (Judges 18: 15, 
19) whom he had for a priest. This "young man" was "Jona- 
than, the son of Gershom, the son of Moses" (vs. 30). His 
father Gershom was born to Moses when he was dwelling with 
Reuel in Midian (Ex. 2:22), apparently not long after his 
arrival there. Thus he may have been about thirty-five years of 
age at the exodus. As he did not enter Canaan but died in the 
wilderness in all probability, his son Jonathan must have been 
born before the death of Moses. As Joshua lived about thirty- 
two years after crossing the Jordan (Schaff-Herzog, p. 1203), 
this Jonathan must have been older than that when the second 
leader of Israel breathed his last, — yet at the time of naming 
Laish Dan he was only a "young man." Therefore this incident 
most likely occurred before Joshua's death, and thus, even if 
this is the Dan mentioned in Dt. 34: 1, the foundation for the 
objection based thereon to the Joshuaic authorship of the appen- 
dix of Deuteronomy is gone. 



